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NORTH
BEACH
FLAVOR

San Francisco natives bring tastes

of the Bay Area to Reno.

F JUupy AND SID ASNTON LOOK

AT HOME IN Z020's, their cozy

staretront Iralian restaurant, there's
good reason for 1. Their first date in
1965 took place in San Francisco’s North
Beach, an [ralian neighborhood filled
with restauranes juse like ie right
down o the wicker-=covered wine botrles

The Northern California influence
makes itxelf koown in maore than just the
décor. When asked o describe the sevle
of tood cheir restaurant serves, in unison
they declare it's “North Beach lealian
What they mean by this is char Zozo's
offers an eclectic mix of mostly northern
Iealian fire such as spaghetei Bolognese
and pesto Genovese, lightened up by
-1:||l s aboond \pul_+|\ thae "Ilr'llll‘l,_"'lf quﬂ‘.
seasonal vegeables

Caiven cheitrr menos Northemn
Calitorna slane, it's noc surprising that
‘;ll' Imaosg F‘" 'I" ll.lr im0 at /Il("l\
i cioppino, a seafood stew created in

North Beach’s fishing communities
The combination of shellfish and white
tish in a rich comato base is a perenmial

favorite, according to che Ashtons

A Tresh Fish] Zozo's copping is 0 popdar choce
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FAMILY AFFAIR

Sid and Judy have been in the food
business together for 20 years and
have worked side-by-side even longer
than that. a level of togetherness some
couples mighe find challenging. Buc
\n.l Sa%s ||':' ;'\I:r ;'l,l\ |r.\|1'r|-'_\1 0 h,l Ainee
the "24/7 chung.”

“The tact that we're best friends is
]H'lul'ul"rf'- the main chang that Lu_p\
this working,” be says. "We've worked
wogether 3% yeurs, and we're o team
Really, our whole family is a team in
thus restaurant

Their soms, Kevin and Chns, have
worked at the restanrant over the years
After IL'I'.?«!'.I.I?PI:IlI._' brom |‘.||1|.|r[t school
Kevin took over HE EXCTLIDIYE chel Iin
2000 when the Ashoons firse acguired
if. Although Kevin left che busineis
i 2006 (o pasoe other interests, he

still helps out eccasionally, as does

his older brother, Chis. Chris drives
trom his home in Placerville, Calif,, o
play hose ar che restanrant on Sundays
and Mondays, giving his parents some
needed cime ofl

Despite their demanding schedules

Sid says his average day runs trom 9

T
drten by ComilléiHayes
f!b'{ dlicio Softittevon

i, o Nerhen hollan resowant with Bay Ama flos

a.m. to 10:30 p.m vou won't catch

the Ashtons omplanming A love of food
and a knack for the convivial side of the
restaurant business keep them happy o

show up tor work each moming, even

atter all chese years
"I love the customerns who come in
Sid sayx. "We've

That's the

they curn into triends,”
met some wonderful peopls
whale reason we're still doing ir. It's just
plain fun

As for Judy, while she spends
much of her time in the tront of che
house greeting goests, ber heart 8 10
the kitchen.

"People come in and they ask me
what'’s your favorite ching on the menu?
And after seven years, | have co say chac |
like ae all, 1 sl calk ke an earer, not an
owner. | love eve f[\l‘.‘l:!h'_ On our menug

Judging trom Zozo’s bunseling dining
room, it's fair to say chat Judy wsn'e the
oily person happy to have a dash of
Norch Beach tHavor right bere in cown
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